MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

Accordingly, the man who knew Allah, but later came to
disbelieve in other matters, such as his Prophet, paradise,
hell, forbidden deeds, killing oneself, or the permission of
adultery and the rest of the forbidden sins, that man is an
unbeliever, but is nevertheless free from polytheism. He,
on the other hand, who is ignorant of Allah, and denies
him, is a polytheist Their explanation of the case of
"Uthrnan ibn-fAffan was similar to> that of al-Rafidah in
regard to abu-Bakr and 'Umar. They also> claim that 'All
was the one to whom Allah referred when he revealed the
following: "A man there is who surpriseth thee by his dis-
course concerning this present life. He taketh God to wit-
ness what is in his heart; yet is he the most zealous in
84 opposing thee " (Surah 2, v. 200) ; while 'Abd-al-Rahman
ibn-Muljim was the one to< whom Allah referred when he
said, " A man too there is who sells his very self out of
desire to please God." (Surah 2, v. 203.) In addition to
all this they went on to- say that belief in the books and the
prophets is connected with belief in the unity of Allah.
And any man disagreeing with this was a polytheist. This
last view is contradictory to their first view that the differ-
ence between polytheism and unbelief lies in the knowledge
of Allah alone, and that he who knew Allah is free from
polytheism even if he rejects, the rest of the beliefs, i. e. the
Prophet, paradise and hell. Their views thus became con-
tradictory in this matter.

20. Concerning the Harittnyah. These are the followers
of Harith ibn-Mazid al-Ibadi.1 It was they who agreed
with the Mu'tazilah in regard to fate. They claimed also
that ability precedes any deed, a view for which the rest of
the Ibadiyah condemned them, because it was contrary to
the views of the Sunnites to the effect that Allah creates the

1 Ibid., p. 153-
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